Three Transformations for Whole-Child
Support in Emergencies and Crises
Our expectations of the Transforming Education Summit
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Do you want peace, freedom, security,
and economic stability? Do you want
human rights upheld for all? Do you
want individual, community, and
national prosperity? These can only be
achieved through quality, safe, inclusive
education for all.
We refuse to ignore lessons learned
from
COVID-19,
climate-induced
disasters, conflict, and other crises that
disrupt education and jeopardise the
rights and lives of millions. We refuse to
accept a future in which our schools may
be closed, attacked, or even destroyed,
relationships with our teachers and
friends lost, and inequitable access
to education that continues to fuel
social inequality – particularly gender,
disability, ethnic, and socio-economic
inequality – that further threatens
peace, freedom, and stability.
The
upcoming
United
Nations
Transforming
Education
Summit
provides an historic opportunity to
address the learning crisis and turn this
situation around. It is time to accelerate
action to deliver universal, safe, and
lifelong quality education and not make
yet another set of empty promises to
the world’s most vulnerable children
and young people.
We, global education stakeholders,
youth-, students-, refugee-, and teacherled organisations, and others on the
frontlines of protecting education
from crisis situations, call for three
outcomes that we expect to see from
the Transforming Education Summit
to deliver whole-child support in
emergencies and crises. Without
them, we fear the Summit will fail to
meaningfully
transform
education
and uphold learning justice for the
world’s poorest and most marginalised
children and youth. We call on leaders
and decision makers to recognise the
scale of the learning crisis and act
urgently to ensure that generations of
learners do not lose out on their right to
quality education, lifelong learning, and
prosperous futures.
We stand up for concrete, coordinated
actions for real transformation across
education and related sectors:

Transformation #1: Deliver on crisis-resilient
education plans and education-inclusive
humanitarian response plans that bridge the
humanitarian-development-peace nexus
When emergencies and crises hit, leaders and decision
makers are faced with an overwhelming number of
competing needs that can often obscure the life-saving
nature of education. Attention and budgets are typically
consumed by what are traditionally considered life-saving
needs such as nutrition, health, and security without
realising the inter-related role that education, teachers,
schools, parents, and students themselves play in meeting
those needs and re-establishing stability. Moreover, the
long, slow, quiet demise that comes from the denial of the
right to education is far less visible but potentially more
devastating for individuals, communities, and nations.
Meanwhile, the education sector continues to suffer from
disconnect and lack of coordination between humanitarian
and development planning and implementation. As
emergencies and crises continue to put nations into various
states across the fragility-stability spectrum, coherence
and continuity between humanitarian and development
interventions are more critical than ever to ensure
successful progress towards recovery and peace.
Key to meeting the needs of children in crises, conflict, and
poverty and bridging the humanitarian-development-peace
nexus is ensuring that emergency responses and education
sector planning are mutually reinforcing and aligned in their
efforts. Governments and partners must:
Prioritise and include protecting the right to
education in all emergency and humanitarian
planning and responses by recognising the lifesaving and protection role that education plays in
resilience, crisis mitigation, emergency response,
health and wellbeing, economic stability, recovery,
and peace and security.
Integrate disaster risk reduction, anticipatory
actions, and emergency preparedness measures for
both rapid and slow-onset crises, including climate
change, into all education sector planning.
Ensure
a
joined-up
approach
between
humanitarian and development sectors to enable
long-term resilience in the face of crisis, including
by developing a strategic framework between
Education Cannot Wait and the Global Partnership
for Education to better support national level
coordination of education planning, programming,
and funding.

Essential characteristics of education-inclusive humanitarian
response plans and crisis-resilient education development plans
include:
•

•
•

•

•
•

•

Collaboration with children, young people, and local actors
including parents, students, teachers, faith leaders, and
other community leaders and organisations who are often
first responders in emergency situations to ensure that
education meets their contextually different needs.
Alignment of all education emergency response
interventions with existing national plans and long-term
objectives and policies.
Compliance with education-related provisions of
international humanitarian law, international human
rights law, and political instruments including the Safe
Schools Declaration and the Comprehensive School
Safety Framework to provide safe and supportive learning
environments.
A whole-child, life-cycle approach, beginning with early
childhood care and education including at least one year (or
more ambitiously two) of pre-primary education and twelve
years of primary and secondary education that is free, safe,
inclusive, gender-transformative, and of good quality at all
levels.
Holistic development of a full range of knowledge, skills,
attitudes, and behaviours for lifelong learning while
ensuring foundational literacy and numeracy.
Retention and uninterrupted pay of qualified teachers and
educators, and safe and healthy work conditions, including
refugee teachers as well as opportunities for continuous
professional development.
Waiving school fees, including for pre-primary, primary,
and secondary, or providing subsidies or cash transfers
during times of crisis where free education has not yet been
achieved.

•

•

•

•
•

•
•
•

Targeted support to vulnerable children, adolescents,
young people, and marginalised groups, including refugees,
internally displaced children, adolescents, and young
people, girls, minorities, and children, adolescent, and
young people with disabilities, including cultural relevance
and mother-tongue instruction.
Non-discrimination, including allowing refugees and
internally displaced children, adolescents, and young people
to access schools and host country education systems and
allowing pregnant girls and adolescent mothers to continue
their education.
High-, low-, and no-tech remote learning solutions to ensure
undisrupted access to education in any context, including
access to affordable, accessible, and reliable internet
connection, suitable devices, and other information and
communications technology (ICT) in addition to textbooks
and other print materials.
Non-formal and community-based education programmes
where formal education systems fail to reach or are
temporarily inoperable.
Accelerated learning, remedial programmes, and nondiscriminatory catch-up classes for children, adolescents,
and young people who may temporarily lose access to
education or fall behind in their learning.
Uninterrupted school meal programmes and extension of
other universal child-focused social protection in times of
crisis.
Strong child protection reporting and referral mechanisms,
particularly to mitigate sexual and gender-based violence
and prevent early pregnancy and child marriage.
Accessible, affordable, and culturally sensitive mental
health, psychosocial support, and social and emotional
learning programmes.

Transformation #2: Create intersectoral planning and response platforms
at national and global levels to achieve whole-child support
The barriers to education that children and young people are
facing today are not just education barriers – they are health,
nutrition, safety, protection, and economic barriers. These
barriers are often also caused by and entrench existing
inequalities, poverty, and discrimination. As witnessed
during the COVID-19 pandemic, emergencies and increased
insecurity put girls, learners with disabilities, and other
vulnerable groups at greater risk of sexual and gender-based
violence, early pregnancy, and child marriage. Conflict and
crisis introduce or further exacerbate psychological and
social problems, loss, and distress on students and teachers
alike, requiring mental health and psychosocial support.
The global hunger crisis is threatening education as
children and teachers withdraw from school, or, as in
much of East Africa, schools close due to drought. Food
insecurity is leading to negative household coping
strategies like child marriage, child labour including
exploitative and dangerous work, and even recruitment
into armed groups. If students manage to stay in school,
hunger affects their ability to concentrate and learn.
For the youngest children in their first 1,000 days of
life in which nutrition is most critical, hunger threatens
foundational growth that is essential to lifelong learning
and onward success in adulthood.

Addressing injustice in a child’s whole life requires wholechild solutions, but traditional governance structures
arranged in line ministries and departments continue to
be stuck in sector siloes at both the national and global
levels. New ways of working are urgently needed if wholechild support is to be achieved and the right to education
for all children is upheld. Governments and international
partners must:
Establish national inter-ministerial task forces,
cabinets, committees, or other platforms that
bring together ministries in charge of Finance,
Education, Health, Children, Labour, Social
Protection, Gender, Water, Environment, and/
or their equivalents for joint planning and
coordination for early childhood development
and education in emergencies.
Expand education and emergency response
planning processes to include engagement from
additional relevant line ministries.
Establish and support local and global
partnerships that bring together initiatives and
agencies from across the education, health,
social protection, and water, sanitation, and
hygiene (WASH) sectors.

Transformation #3: Commit to real financing solutions to make education
free for every child
Over 70 years have passed since the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights committed to free, quality
education for all, yet it is still out of reach for the world’s
poorest and most marginalised children. Continuing
to fail to deliver this basic human right while global
wealth continues to rise at astronomical rates, by $10
trillion since the Sustainable Development Goals were
promised in 2015, is an alarming indictment on our
collective moral and political leadership.

Education is a universal right, not a privilege, and it
must be treated as such. No child should be turned
away from school due to inability to pay. Governments
and partners must commit to predictable, flexible,
multi-year finance solutions that actually work to
provide free, quality education, including:
Commit to a new Global Compact for Financing
Education at the Transforming Education
Summit that includes action on debt for any
countries spending more on debt servicing
than education and international reforms to
help countries expand tax revenues in order
to more fully fund education.
Allocate 4-6% of GDP and 20% of national
budgets to education and protect them from
cuts during crises, and donor commitments
of at least 0.7% of GNI to development
assistance, including at least 15% to education,
and 10% of humanitarian finance to education
in emergencies.
Ensure grant-based financing facilities
such as Education Cannot Wait, the Global
Partnership for Education, and the Global
Partnership to End Violence Against Children
are fully funded, including by committing at
least $1.5 billion to Education Cannot Wait at
the February 2023 Education in Emergencies
High Level Financing Conference.

During emergencies and protracted crises, removal of
fees and financial barriers to education must become
an even higher priority. For students of fee-paying
schools, financial hardship during emergencies often
means they are unable to continue their education.
Even in free schools, additional costs such as uniforms,
meals, textbooks, and transportation can easily become
a barrier for attendance. Following COVID-19, many
students have been unable to return to school due to
debts incurred on their school fees.
However, children and young people are not the
only ones in debt. Many countries now spend more
on debt servicing than on education – funds that
could otherwise go towards providing free, quality
education. Whether from unsustainable borrowing
practices, poor governance, or the current global
economic crisis, we refuse to allow today’s children to
pay the price.
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