War Child’s Legacy is My Legacy
A Future Where No Child Knows War

Samantha’s Story
THANK YOU for your crucial support
of War Child. Your caring gifts
provide help, hope and a brighter
future for children affected by war.
It takes courage to work every
single day in dangerous and fragile
states, and it takes conviction to
stand together in the face of war’s
horror and injustice.
What makes War Child Canada
unique is our singular focus on
children and war. Twenty years
ago, we were an idea, an aspiration
about how to build a different kind
of humanitarian organization for
women and children in war zones.
To give families the opportunity
to rebuild and recover—to move
beyond the usual humanitarian
approaches of meeting basic
needs while never addressing

the fundamental social, political
and economic challenges that
lock communities in a cycle of
poverty and violence. That idea
captured the attention and energy
of a handful of vital supporters,
not the least of which was Gord
Downie of the Tragically Hip. He
shared our unyielding belief that
children everywhere deserve our
compassion and concern. War
Child is part of Gord’s beautiful
legacy—and it can be part of
yours, too.
The face of today’s antiwar movement looks quite a bit
different than in the 1960s and
70s, but the ideals are the same.
It consists of others like you who
want to stand up to injustice, fight
for equality and protect the world’s
most vulnerable in smart and
lasting ways. People who want
to move beyond bandaid models

that rely on outsiders to do the
work, but instead invest in local
communities and organizations
who are bold, dedicated and
courageous in their quest to end
violence and atrocity. Supporting
War Child Canada puts you firmly
on the front-lines in today’s antiwar movement because you are
investing in programming that
directly engages and empowers
children and families in the
hardest hit places on earth.
On these pages we are sharing
stories of a few of our amazing War
Child Canada donors. I hope you
enjoy reading their stories, and I

hope you see your own values—
our shared values—reflected here.
War is uniquely ours as human
beings—we buy it, sell it, spread
it and wage it. We are therefore
not powerless to stop it. On the
contrary, we’re the only ones who
can.
– Dr. Samantha Nutt, founder of War Child Canada

Bonnie’s Story
Working in education, I’d seen
children come to our schools
from war torn countries, and my
heart went out to them. I couldn’t
even imagine what they had been
through. I heard about War Child,
I did some research and I really
admired the work they do. I’ve
been giving monthly ever since.
And I feel that in my own way, I’m
making a difference. That feels
good. When my husband went into
care, I realized I needed to make
my Will and I knew it was a chance
to remember War Child.
I’m very involved with my
church and I’ve started to share
some of my own research and
reflection on generosity and
kindness in workshops. It’s so
important to think, feel and talk
generously. Being generous is

giving without expecting anything
back. But when you do something
generous, something kind, you
feel good. When your heart calls
out to you to help someone, you
feel, without expecting it, that good
feeling. And then forever you know
that feeling is there, and it’s very
compelling.
This is one of my favourite
quotes: “Giving brings happiness
at every stage of its expression.
We experience joy in forming
the intention to be generous; we
experience joy in the actual act of
giving something; and we experience
joy in remembering the fact we have
given.” ~ Lama Surya Das, quoting
the Buddha

Davinder’s Story
I vividly remember my mum giving
me Damned Nations, Dr. Nutt’s
book, in 2013. I read it in one day.
I remember thinking it was neat
that Dr. Nutt had done a public
health residency, same as me.
I was impressed with their model
of program delivery, with the
focus on three program areas:
education, opportunity and justice.
I was also impressed that such a
significant portion of my gift goes
directly to programs. I understand
a small portion needs to go to
administration, it’s necessary
for the organization, but knowing
that my dollars go where they are
intended to help really matters
to me.
I chose to give monthly because
I understand from talking to Brock
and the staff that giving every
month is best for their operations,
so they know where they stand.
And even after I die, it’s the same
reasoning. I find it comforting,

knowing that I’ll continue to help,
and give War Child the confidence
to keep going, even after I’m gone.
Some days it’s hard to follow the
news, hearing about conflicts
around the world, but I know that
I’m already helping people. They
fill that critical vacuum between
immediate relief and being a
long-term functional state.
As a physician, I’ve seen
for myself people in end of life
situations, and there is so much
going on. It’s important to be as
explicit as possible with your loved
ones about what’s important to you.
The clearer you can be about your
wishes, the better. My wife knew
when we first started dating that
War Child was a cause that matters
to me, I fundraised for them in
medical school. So talking to
her—and to my parents—about my
decision to remember War Child in
my Will was not only easy, it was
important to me.

What’s Your Story?
Thank you for learning more
about how you can help children
affected by war with a gift to War
Child Canada in your Will. I love
speaking with donors just like
you, hearing your stories and
understanding what matters most
to you about our work. I hope
you’ll take a moment to read War
Child Canada’s Donor Promise (on
the following page)—this is what
guides us in our conversations
with you and other donors. You are
welcome to contact me for more
information about legacy giving,
or for a confidential conversation

about including War Child Canada
in your legacy plans. You can reach
me anytime at brock@warchild.ca
or 416-971-7474 ext. 410.
– B rock Warner, CFRE, Senior Manager,
Fundraising

Our Promise To You
A gift in your Will to War Child
ensures hope endures. We
sincerely value and cherish the
trust and confidence you are
placing in our work.
We are honoured that you are
securing the future of children
who face the devastating effects of
war through a gift in your Will. We
promise that every conversation
we have with you about your Will
is confidential. We respect your
privacy in what is an intensely
personal responsibility.
Your Will is your ultimate
expression of the values and beliefs
you hold in life. It is about your
interests and passions, not merely
your assets. We encourage you to
contact us to learn more about our
programs, so that you can ensure
your gift is directed to the area that
interests you most.
We believe that taking care of

your loved ones in your Will and
leaving a gift for the causes that
have a significant impact on your
life are not mutually exclusive.
We respect and embrace the fact
that your family and loved ones
come first in your estate plan.
If you choose to tell us you
have made a gift to War Child in
your Will, that would be terrific,
so that we can keep you informed
of future plans. And, when we
know what resources we will have
to mobilize, we can create proactive
plans to fulfill our mission.
However, we respect your wishes
to inform us, or not.
Since 1999, with the support
of donors like you, War Child has
helped over two million people
affected by conflict around
the world. We are proud of our
shared accomplishments and
effectiveness, and we promise to
invest your gift with that same high
level of integrity and accountability.

Our Impact: Together
With your support, War Child takes
action every single day to help
children affected by war. And by
remembering War Child Canada
in your Will, you can be part of
our critical work for years to
come. Here is what you help make
possible.

Afghanistan
Iraq
Jordan
Sudan
South Sudan
Uganda
Democratic Republic of Congo
Annual Number of People Reached

510,000

Our Impact: Together
EDUCATION
Examples of War Child’s educational programming
include catch-up classes, teacher training, adaptation of
curriculum, and the pioneering of new delivery methods
such as interactive radio-based education.
JUSTICE
Examples of War Child’s justice programming include free
legal aid for women and children and partnerships with
local justice organizations to ensure that judges, police,
and local leaders actively defend the rights of all.
OPPORTUNITY
Examples of War Child’s opportunity programming include
skills training to meet market demands, small business
training, mentorship, and more.

YOUR DOLLAR, YOUR IMPACT

88% programs for children in war zones

7% raising the next dollar
5% administration
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“The results of philanthropy are
always beyond calculation.”
–Mary Ritter Beard

